Likely Candidate For

Mayor Feels Chal-
lenge Is Offered In
Baltimore ;
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By HENRY L. TREWHITT
“Politics has been very, very

fg00d to me,” said Theodore R.

MeKeldin. He leaned back in the
paneled office in the Mathieson
Building and contemplated the
prospect of private life.
It was clear he didn’t think
very favorably of it. Mr. McKel.
din has not committed himself,
but the likelihood Is that he will
ask to become mayor of Balti.
more again after his second
term as governor ends in
January, . t
Public life, at least as he
lives it, Is “physically exhaust-
ing,” he conceded, ‘“but I
thor«k)ughly enioy my‘sltla]i. Andbl
thin ces could still be
uselul.""SE?sv 14 }
“Challenging™ Job 1 City
He leaned forward suddenly
and waved a finger to emphasize
his point: “There is% challeng-
ing and dificult job to be done
in Baltimore, as in all Eastern
cities.”
At 57—he will be 58 in No-
vember—Mr, McKeldin still ra-
diates the great reserve of
energy that has carried him
through several campaigns, ex-
tensive travels, and hundreds of

‘Ispeeches since he became a

creature of politics in 1926.

He has a false front tooth
which he wiggles with his
tongue in moments of reflection.
He wiggled it as he looked back

on his career and ngrﬁt: that
quture opponents are ’lli ely to

/Retirement Not For McKeldin

“When you become Governor

you are no longer partisan”

make an issue of his travels out-
side the State during his eight
years as governor.

“I think I have been a good-
will salesman for the State,
which I think is good,” he said.
He has extolled the virtues of
Maryland from Istanbul to San
Francisco, he recalled.

ganizations want her Governor
as a speaker,” he said.

And on the job back home,
Mr. McKeldin is in his offices
in Baltimore or Annapolis, or
traveling throughout the State,
fifteen hours a day right through
the week,

He has covered the State at

“I think it is a compliment to

Maryland that internaxﬁi_qg‘qus_q.

jleast as well, and probably more

e

. lin our town'

thoroughly, than any governor
in history. He chortled as he re.
called the day a man in a com-
munity near Hagerstown identi.
fied him as “the first live
governor who has ever spoken

Mrs. McKeldin and their two

children are used to it, the Gov.
‘jernor said, but being away from
his family is still the most pain-

ful resuit of his schedule,

The political career of the
Governor really got under way
in 1927, when he became execu-
tive secretary of the late Mayor
William F. Broening.

Defeated Jackson For Mayor

It included unsuccessful cam-
paigns for mayor in 1939 and
for governor in 1942 and even-
tual success when he defeated

‘{the Democratic incumbent, How-

ard Jackson, to become Mayor

Hin 1943,

He was beaten for governor
by William Preston Lane, Jr., in
1946 but defeated Mr. Lane in
1950 by a majority of more than
93,000 to become the third Re..
publican governor in Maryland's

historyﬁg‘gs A 1928

The greatest moments? Mr,
McKeldin lists them as his elec-
tion to the governorship, his
election as mayor and the
speech of nomination for Dwight
D. Eisenhower at the Republ.
can Natlonal Convention in 1952.

The Governor quickly cited
the development of the long.
range highway construction pro-
gram as the foremost accom-
plishment of his two terms. And
he spoke with firm pride of ex-
pansion in the park system, the
State teachers colleges, the con.’
struction of chronic-disease hos.
pitals—“We have done a mag-
ificent job with those.”

Mr. McKeldin credits Mrs.
McKeldin, the former Honoluly
Clair Manzer, with the decision
that made him a candidate for
governor in 1950.

Mrs. McKeldin's View

He was reluctant, he recaflled,
eiting his previous two defeats,
when Mrs. McKeldin stepped in,

“She told me,” he laughed,
“*You know very well if you
don’t run you will be going all
over the State making speeches
for whoever does.’ So I ran.”

The low points? The Gover-
nor appeared to have difficulty
recalling any. “A rational Re.
publican knows the chances are
he's not going to make it be-
cause of the tremendous Demo-
cratic majority,” he observed.

Voters “Cross Party Lines”

But, himself a Republican
whbo has on occasion bucked
against his own party leader.
ship, he quickly offered hope
for GOP candidates in Novems«
ber: “The Democrats have dem.
onstrated they will cross party
lines—and they should.”

For that matter, Mr. McKeldin
said, the governor should cease
to be a partisan as soon as he is
elected.

His record, he elaborated. will
show that he has “appointed as
many Democrats as Republi.
cans.”

Nondrinking Toastmaster

The Governor's reputation ag
an orator is international. Al.
though he doesn't drink, he has

{served as toastmaster for a.
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meefing of liquor dealers. And -
he has won yotes by speaking °
the language of gestures of the
deaf mute.
But he firmly refuses to ex-
pound upon his own plans for
the futvre.
“1 don't propose to do any-
thing about that until after this
next election in November,” he
said. “Then I'll make up my
mind very promptly.”

Eligibility lssue

Several law firms already
have oftered to fle a suit to de-
termine his- eligibility to run
again for mayor, he reported.’
Opponents have served notice
they intend to make the most of
the possibility that his tenure
as governor, with official res-
idence in Annapolis, has ruled
him out of another term in the
City Hall, .
At any rate, there is little
possibility that voters in Mary-
{and have seen his name on a
ballot_for: thg_ljs& time




